.-ernpment — that produces
. about 500 tons of refuse a
day. This they say, would be
a community of about 200,-
000 residents.

£Lhat description fits Ar-
lington, although the plans
are fentative and the com-
involved say that

greatest natural resoy
_garb, e nd rﬁbblsh

4+ SitG,, E;rgderlc“k, Doe, _Arling-
‘ nty’s utilities direc-
‘torp said he had . not heard

in Edmonston in }szn
Georges Coupty. T
] project uses W
from area mcmerators,,']
lant being bull

“and
Englneermg Co
have anpounced a proposal
ito build a model recycling
plant on a large and practi-
cal scale, The

“specific
needs and bulld their_
plants accordingly. The,pro- )
posal develop ' the Dplant

The‘p anners are lool\mg_
for a co pity plant herg

e
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they have not settled on a .

of the proposal but “would

‘greet them w1th open arms>"
One government source
said that the $15.8-million

plant might be built about
20 miles south of Washing-

ton.

The proposal has been

submitted to the National
Center for Solid Waste Dis-

posal,

a Washington-based

group formed late last year

by bottlers and other packa-

gers looking for new me-
thods of, waste disposal.

Money might

i

"

be

sought

_from the federal goverment

Max Spendlove exammes ingot of halvaged metal The bowls contam recycled wast 4

. u.nd_erithé Resource Re-

covery Act of 1970.

Environmentalists  have
looked to recycling as a sys-
tem that would not foul the
air and land, and would also
conserve resources by reus-
ing materials that have al-
ready been taken from nha-
ture. Recycling could be less ~
expensive than landfill —
dumping under -controlled
conditions and covering —
or incineration, and possibly
even profit-making.

__See WASTE, B5, Col. 1
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Plant Site Soughi to ‘Harvest’ Trash

WASTE, From B1

The community selected ./
for the demonstration pro-
Ject would pay $5 to $8 a ton
to dump the garbage and
rubbish into the plant’s
‘bing. This - contrdsts with ©
the $17-a-ton average cost
for landfill and incinerator
opérations in the ‘Washing-
ton.area, according to fig. .
ures‘supplied by ‘the Alumi-

" num Association.

Sen:ntion Devices .
.The " refuse ‘would move:
from the bin into a shred. '
der, ‘which would grind it
fato small bits. Then a se.- o
ries of devices would grad-
‘ually separate-the junk into
componeyts——paper, the var-
1mis’ type f plastics, tlegr

compose into a variety of or-

: ganic compounds that often

cound be sold and reused.
The liquids and gases re-
leased could be reprocessed
as fuel oil and methane gas.
After incineration or pyro-
“lysis, ‘the same sorting ma-
chines would be used to sep-
arate the nocomhustible ma-
terials. .
One -of ‘the big questions
of ‘recycling . 1s marketing.
Since’ the system has never
. been tried. on a large scale,
no one is sure how salable
the end products would be.
Aluminum, steel and glass
. producers -have pledged to

buy back recycled materials. ..

The Bureau of Mines lab .
ln Edmonston has on display
bricks and building blocks
made from recycled glass

and ingots of reprocessed -

zinc end aluminum. Other
products have been d.\scov

ered, and even a little silver
and gold turns up at the end
of the bureauw’s rattling as-
sembly line.

“There’s a fantasic value
in what could-be recovered,”

said Max. Spendiove; re- :

search director.
Spendlove, -who calls
waste ‘“our only growing

‘natural resource,” calls recy-

cling “the only logical an-
swer. We can’t destroy these
materials, they're too valua-

ble. Land, treés and miner-.
. als are running-out; the en-, '
- cyecled "aluminum sells for

vironment is being pol-
luted.”
Spendloveys lab grinds out

better garbage at arate of 5.

tons an hour. He says that

‘the cost is $3.52 a ton, and

that the recycled materials

have a potentlal value of

$12 a ton.
The * Aluminum . Associg-

“tion says that its model ciy |

of 200,000 would spend
$286,000 a year on recycling
rather than $910,000 on land-

" fill or incineration.

The Rust Engineering Co.,
which does design and con-
striiction for industry, wants

-to try the Washington ven-
< ture

‘because it has long
been._involved in pollution
control and is seeking both
recognition and potential
for future business.

The Aluminum ' Associa- |
tion is interested because re-

$200 a ton, much more than
other metals. Aluminum
now makes up only 3/10ths
of ‘1 per cent of municipal -
waste, ‘and thé association
hopes -that more people will
use its' product if they can

" gét big money for it at to-

morrow’s computerized gar-
bage dumps. Ty

N

i o
hng mmt prous metals. rub-
N wood;

.7 These’ devices’ rdnge trom
-Nmple pmum that oper-

e ‘on" the' principley of |

#tavity and ﬂoutlun to mag-
netic gorters ‘and jiggling:
‘séreend that upu‘ate‘ ma-
. ferials by size.' -
,ﬁlf ther®. were fio need to
. -save the paper or-dther com-
buluble products, the refuse -
‘Would -move , strnlzht from /
the shredder into- either a’
mterjacketed incinerator |
gz a mnqhine éalled a pyro-

:,The incinerator h lined
vith water pipes that absorb
gat and that. produce:
lieam which could then be
sold to electric.companies
miore 1ikely be ased to he
‘the recycling plant itself- or.
tqrn its generators.
’rhe ity of Harrisburg‘
e B ng-such an in-

cinerator” "and plans to sell
$3 vn;;th ‘of stétn for every
on‘;’a

maste < The, ferrous:’
: G wil . be-

Beﬂuaé heat QI h!;sm
pbs, mare héat
be ' :ﬂﬁmw bwld up in
pro-
0 ieha .
bustien h&n:g lesszrl?
- The the Washing:

Id be it

glus ferrois ¢—
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